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1, The armored train battalion at !1{lovics| |ts directly subordi-

nate to the Czech Gensral Staff through the headquarters of the First District
25X1 Tank Corps. The Battalion Commander is Major Bartosik, a former Social Democrat.

The battalion is composed of a stoam train corpamy, 2 motor train conpany and a
25X1 replacement econpany. The fnll strength of the battalion is four motor trains

and eight steam trains, but at pressnt only two motor trains and throe or four
stean trains are availsble. ILocomotives; cars, and equipment are kert in a
depot on & apscial maill spur near the HMilovice rallroad station,

2, The steam armored train consists of the following equipment:

a. There sre several types of arrorad locerwtives, all of German manufacture.
The largest of them, equipped with a ztean condenser, weiphs more than 200
tons and is capable of a nmaximmm sreed of €5 kms. per hour. The locorotives
and cars of the ghteam armored train ave obsoleta.

b. Each train carries two gun cars wighing about 11 tons each and armed with -
75 mo, rifles, Gorman model 44, and German model 42 air-cooled machine guns,
A1l suns can be rotated 3609 They are enclosed im turrets ro*ated either
by hand or electrlcally. The armor is thickest ahout the turrets, about 10
emg, while the rest of the car has armor plate about 2-4 cms. thick. About
780 rounds of artillery ammunition and about 2,500 rounds for each machine
gun are stored in the turrets and in boxes on the floor of the car. Each car
is equipped with ultra-short wave German UKUS radio equipmert asz well as inter—
car telephones, In cage of the failure of these means of ecommnications, thers
are horng at the battie atations.

¢, The tuo tank cars of the ateam armored train ressmble the undercarriar~es used
by the American army to transport tanks alongp the hiphway, excant that the
Czech cars aro armored to the lovel of the tank tracks. These cars ecarry old
Praga 38 tanks and are attached behind ths gun cars by automatic coupling.

d. The machine mn commnd car is lonmer than the othera and woighs about 12-15
tona. It is equipped with four heavy machine nuns, light machine suns, and
samopaly (sic) for the use of the reconnaissance patrol which i3 carried by
the command car. OUn this car is the radio and telsphono center for the train
and gsoveral encineers and railroad technicians. The command car is equipped
with tuo short wave transmitters in eddition to inter-car cormmications equipren:
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@¢. The antialreraft machine pun car carries a 4=barrel antiaireraft machine run
in an arnored turret on the roof of the car in addition to four heavy
machine suns.

£, Two rortar-carrying cars, built on suspended undercarriaces weirh nore than
20 tons each. They are equirped with four mortars, with a caliber of about
12 en., placed tuwo at each end of the car. In addition, therc are four heavy
machine ~une and to lirht portabie mortars. The car's arror is 1-2 oms.
thick and welded.

r,  In addition to the above cars, each train carries a quarters car with a
kitehon and offices. On the newer trains, the arror is thicker and the suns

are of larger caliber.

Each car of the motor armored train has its own engine, usually a 420 horsepc .er
Steier enrine with a maxirum speed of 80 knms. per hour. Each car has a fuel
capacity of about 200 liters and a rance of about 400 kms. These cara are capable
of Fiphting individually or as a unit. Thev are lower than the ears of the gtean
armored train, and there are no tank cars in the motor traln,

At the end of 1942 and during the first months of 1949 experiments were carried
out near ililovice with a new weayon, the "Stalin organ', mounted on a railrozd
underearria~e. This was & forper  nortar-carrying armored car on vhich were
mounted 18 rocket launchers in thize rows of six. BSach barrel was nmors than a meter
in length and capable of being rotated 360°., For loadin7?, each rocket launcher
vas lowered bolow the level of the roofl of the car. It was revorted that
pointers and sightine aquipnent nisht be located in an adjacent car and that
loadin~ could be rade completely autoratic. The range of the rocket was re-
porbed to be about 20 km. althou~:: durins the trials ther were held dowm to

10 km. because of the linited area of the training srounds. Experimental cars
wore guarded by selected patrols of ths VIU. :
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